
The Temple Tax

[Mat 17:24-27 NIV] 24 After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the 
two-drachma temple tax came to Peter and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay the temple tax?" 25 "Yes, 
he does," he replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. "What do you think, 
Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes--from their own 
children or from others?" 26 "From others," Peter answered. "Then the children are exempt," Jesus said 
to him. 27 "But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first 
fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my 
tax and yours."



The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven

[Mat 18:1-5 NIV] 1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who, then, is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?" 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he 
said: "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
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Causing to Stumble

[Mat 18:6-9 NIV] 6 "If anyone causes one of these little ones--those who believe in me--to stumble, 
it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the 
depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things 
must come, but woe to the person through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot causes you 
to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to 
have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, 
gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life (zoe) with one eye than to have two 
eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.



[Mat 16:23 NIV] 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 
do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns."

[Rom 9:32 NIV] 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over 
the stumbling stone.

[Rom 14:13 NIV] 13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to 
put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.

[1Co 1:23 NIV] 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,

[1Co 8:9 NIV] 9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the 
weak.

[2Co 6:3 NIV] 3 We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.

[1Jo 2:10 NIV] 10 Anyone who loves (agapao) their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in 
them to make them stumble.



[1Co 9:19-23 NIV] 19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 
everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To 
those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so 
as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the 
law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not 
having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all 
people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the 
gospel, that I may share in its blessings.

[2Co 10:8 NIV] 8 So even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for 
building you up rather than tearing you down, I will not be ashamed of it.



[1Ti 1:12-17 NIV] 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that 
he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was 
once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy 
because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was 
poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love (agape) that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that 
very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ 
Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would 
believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

[Jas 2:10 NIV] 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one 
point is guilty of breaking all of it.


