
The Demand for a Sign

[Mat 16:1-4 NIV] 1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a 
sign from heaven. 2 He replied, "When evening comes, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,' 3 and in 
the morning, 'Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.' You know how to interpret the appearance of 
the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign, 
but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah." Jesus then left them and went away.

[Mat 12:40 NIV] 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will 
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

[Mat 24:32-35 NIV] 32 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right 
at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.



The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees

[Mat 16:5-12 NIV] 5 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. 6 "Be careful," 
Jesus said to them. "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 7 They 
discussed this among themselves and said, "It is because we didn't bring any bread." 8 Aware of their 
discussion, Jesus asked, "You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves about having no 
bread? 9 Do you still not understand? Don't you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and 
how many basketfuls you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many 
basketfuls you gathered? 11 How is it you don't understand that I was not talking to you about 
bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 12 Then they 
understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the 
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.



Peter Declares Jesus Is the Messiah

[Mat 16:13-20 NIV] 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I 
am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus replied, 
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah (“dove”), for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but 
by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven." 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.



[1Pe 1:22-25 NIV] 22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love 
(philadelphia) for each other, love (agapao) one another deeply, from the heart…[1Pe 2:1-10 NIV] 1 Therefore, 
rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave 
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him-- 5 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen 
and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 7 Now to you who believe, 
this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone," 8 and, "A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble 
because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.



[1Pe 2:17 NIV] 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love (agapao) the family of believers, fear God, 
honor the emperor.

[Jhn 13:34 NIV]  "A new command I give you: Love (agapao) one another. As I have loved (agapao) you, 
so you must love one another. (Last week: “Jesus made the disciples get into the boat.” Matt 14:22)

[Jhn 15:12-13 NIV] My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. 

[Gal 6:9-10 NIV] 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially (malista- chiefly, most of all) to those who belong to the family of believers.


